LIFE IN HOUSTON

· Sports and recreational activities

The new Texans NFL football team was introduced in 2002.  The Astros play baseball in the Minute Maid Field.  Both NBA and WNBA basketball is played at Houston’s Toyota Center.  The Texans’ Reliant Stadium, Minute Maid Park and The Compaq Center are just minutes away from the medical center.
As the site for the annual PGA Shell Houston Open and Tour Championship, Houston is a golfer's paradise with more than 165 public and private courses. And for tennis enthusiasts, Houston is hosting both the U.S. Men's Clay Court Championships and the Tennis Masters Finals Cup in 2003 and 2004 at the Westside Tennis Club.

Houston is also home to many parks and trails for outdoor activities.  Memorial and Herman Parks are popular jogging trails.  Both of which are close to the medical center.  Houston has 290 parks and has several lakes and rivers for water sports.

· Entertainment and Cultural Activities
Downtown is home to most of the action.  A professional ballet, symphony and opera highlight the city's cultural side, providing free open-air concerts during the summer in Miller's Outdoor Theater.  Houston's Midtown area features an internationally known Museum District with everything from fine art exhibitions to interactive activities for children.  Also, Houston is home to NASA’s Johnson Space Center.

· Houston Ballet
· Miller Outdoor Theater
· Johnson Space Center
Galveston is just minutes away.  It offers a great beach to just get away for the day.  The area has facilities for sailing and swimming or you can just relax on the beach with your friends.  There is also The Strand for shopping of all sorts.  There is also a lot of history in Galveston.  The Tour of Homes will feature several hold Victorian homes.  The Moody Gardens is a tropical paradise with a butterfly exhibit.

· Moody Gardens
The Kemah Boardwalk offers a unique place where water, food and entertainment come together.  There are rides there every day.  The famous Landry’s restaurants are there.  You can eat and watch the boats come into the harbor.

· Kemah Boardwalk
The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo comes each year from the end of February through March.  The show features some of the top country, Latin American, and pop singers.  Tickets are reasonably priced.  The show also features a real rodeo.  If you have never been to a rodeo, you are in for a treat!  Also, the food is amazing.

· Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
· Weather
Temperatures are moderated by winds from the Gulf of Mexico, which produce mild winters and warm summers. It rarely freezes in Houston. Summer temperatures average in the mid 90's, but all buildings and transportation services are air-conditioned. In the spring and fall, temperatures stay in the mid-to-upper 70's.

